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Legalism and Church Splits

Lead Pastor David Loveless

Legalism

Matthew 12:9-12 (NIV) Going on from that place, He went into their synagogue, and a man with a
shriveled hand was there. Looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, they asked Him, "Is it lawful to heal on
the Sabbath?" He said to them, "If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you
not take hold of it and lift it out? How much more valuable is a man than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful
to do good on the Sabbath."

Colossians 2:16-19 (Message) So don't put up with anyone pressuring you in details of diet, worship
services, or holy days. All those things are mere shadows cast before what was to come; the substance
is Christ. Don't tolerate people who try to run your life, ordering you to bow and scrape, insisting that
you join their obsession with angels and that you seek out visions. They're a lot of hot air, that's all they
are. They're completely out of touch with the source of life, Christ, who puts us together in one piece,
whose very breath and blood flow through us. He is the Head and we are the body. We can grow up
healthy in God only as He nourishes us.

Release from the trap of legalism:

1. Realize that not is what got you into a right relationship
with God, and is what keeps you there. Meditate on this passage:

Ephesians 2:7-9 (Message) Now God has us where He wants us, with all the time in this world and the
next to shower grace and kindness upon us in Christ Jesus. Saving is all His idea, and all His work. All we
do is trust Him enough to let Him do it. It's God's gift from start to finish! We don't play the major role.
If we did, we'd probably go around bragging that we'd done the whole thing! No, we neither make nor
save ourselves. God does both the making and saving.

2. people with different Christian convictions than you.

Romans 14:2-4 (Message) For instance, a person who has been around for a while might well be
convinced that he can eat anything on the table, while another, with a different background, might
assume he should only be a vegetarian and eat accordingly. But since both are guests at Christ's table,
wouldn't it be terribly rude if they fell to criticizing what the other ate or didn't eat? God, after all,
invited them both to the table. Do you have any business crossing people off the guest list or interfering
with God's welcome? If there are corrections to be made or manners to be learned, God can handle
that without your help.

MESSAGE NOTES

3. With Jesus’ blessing dismiss legalistic teachers and churches.

Church Splits

Acts 15:36-41 (NIV) Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back and visit the brothers
in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing." Barnabas
wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, but Paul did not think it wise to take him,
because he had deserted them...and had not continued with them in the work. They had such a
sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul
chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. He went through
Syria....strengthening the churches.

Ephesians 4:2-5 (NIV) Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in
love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one
body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—one Lord, one
faith, one baptism.

e Seek to make things right instead of being right.

e Determine if the disagreement is over a fundamental belief of orthodox Christianity or one of
personal preference.

e Ask yourself if the disputed issue will be that important in 10 years or if you applied same
energy (that would have gone to the dispute) to the task of making disciples - what is the best
use of you focus and energy?

e Watch your tone when you disagree with others.

¢ Keep reminding yourself and others that those with opposing views aren’t the enemy.

e After trying to resolve all differences, but to no avail, then find a peaceable way to part.



